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This publication was prepared by North Linn community School District 
for informational purposes only. It is not circulated on behalf of any 

candidate or ballot question.

REFERENDUM 2021
The North Linn Community School District will 
present two questions on the Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021 special election ballot.

www.northlinncsd.org/ref21

INSIDE
Ballot Questions
Tax Impact
Project Scope of the Referendum
Timeline
Open House Dates
Voting Locations
Where to Find More Information

Replace all unit ventilators in the middle and high 
schools. 
Remodeling of the high school science and FACS 
(Family and Consumer Science) classrooms.
Ceiling tile system replacement in the middle and 
high schools. 
Installation of new LED �xtures in the middle and 
high schools.
Window replacement in the high school.
Roof improvements at the Middle School building. 
Create ADA compliant student restrooms in the 
high school. 
Upgrade electrical distribution system at the high 
school.
Domestic water pipe replacement at the high 
school. 

This General Obligation Referendum Bond 
aims to address the following facility needs:

...LEARN MORE INSIDE

NO
RT

H 
LI

NN
 C

OM
MU

NI
TY

 S
CH

OO
L D

IS
TR

IC
T

30
33

 LY
NX

 D
RI

VE
CO

GG
ON

, IA
  5

22
18

N
on

-P
ro

fit
O

rg
an

iza
tio

n
U.

S.
 P

os
ta

ge
PA

ID
M

ad
el

ia
, M

N
Pe

rm
it 

N
o.

 4



Shall the following public measure be adopted?  Shall the Board of Directors 
of the North Linn Community School District in the Counties of Benton, 
Buchanan, Delaware, and Linn, State of Iowa, be authorized to contract 
indebtedness and issue General Obligation Bonds in an amount not 
to exceed $11,500,000 to provide funds to remodel, repair, improve, 
furnish, and equip the High School and Middle School buildings, including, but 
not limited to, improvements for ADA compliance, electrical upgrades, 
heating, cooling, and ventilation system improvements, roof improvements at 
the Middle School building, and improvements to classrooms?  

QUESTION 1: General Obligation
Bond Referendum

As a result of careful planning and 
early repayment of a previous bond 
debt, approval of this $11.5 million 
bond referendum is not anticipated to 
impact the current district’s portion of 
your property tax rate.

The North Linn Community School District will present two questions on the 
Tuesday, September 14, 2021 special election ballot.

60% voter approval 
rate needed to pass

WHY NOW? HOW THIS CAME TO BE

Why a $0 anticipated 
tax increase? 

$0
Tax Impact

Shall the following public measure be adopted?  To adopt a Revenue Purpose 
Statement specifying the use of revenues the North Linn Community School 
District will receive from the State of Iowa Secure an Advanced Vision for 
Education (SAVE) Fund. If approved, this Revenue Purpose Statement shall remain 
in effect until replaced or amended by the North Linn Community School District.  

QUESTION 2: Adopt a Revenue 
Purpose Statement

This will absolutely not raise your 
taxes. This is an extension of the 
current Revenue Purpose Statement 
which will allow the school district to 
continue to spend the funds as allowed 
by Iowa law. 

Will this raise my taxes? 

This question is independent of our construction project. 
The RPS must be periodically updated as mandated by Iowa legislation.

$0
Tax Increase
From Current

Tax Rate

In the Fall of 2020, the district recognized the need to do work on the aging unit 
ventilators (heating and cooling systems) at the middle and high schools. A 
comprehensive facility assessment study, from the rooftops to the pavement was 
conducted by SitelogIQ. The study included information about the life expectancy of 
the current equipment and infrastructure, indoor air quality, temperature and 
humidity, lighting, acoustics and utility usage. Results from the study were presented 
to the school board in May of 2021.  
It was determined that several infrastructure needs should be addressed; 
recognizing the importance of updating the aging facilities and creating an e�cient 
and complete scope of work. The school board worked internally and with a 
consultant to arrive at the current scope of planning.  
The bond project is focused on a new heating, cooling and ventilation system 
components in the high school and middle school classrooms. The current 
ventilation units are 30 years beyond their life expectancy and are failing to 
provide adequate ventilation and comfort in the classrooms for staff and students. 
This plan recognizes the importance of planning for replacement rather than 
experiencing a failure which would impact the learning environment and the cost of 
the project. The bulk of the bond project would be 
replacing the classroom heating, cooling and ventilation 
systems. While these project areas are exposed, it will 
extend to include several secondary needs. The school 
board and district leadership agree that taking care of 
these secondary projects makes �scal sense.

Dear North Linn Community,

I hope you had a relaxing, enjoyable summer connecting

with family and friends.  It is amazing how fast June and 

July go by and now we look forward to welcoming students

and staff back to school.  Last spring and throughout the summer the school board 

has been creating plans for our building project at North Linn.

We truly believe that strong schools are the backbone of a strong community. All ages 

look to local schools for a place to learn, enjoy the arts, take in an athletic contest, 

and more. We are proud to serve the North Linn school community.

As we look forward, we continue to focus on our students and the needs of the 

district. Our facilities have a number of de�ciencies that must be addressed. Our goal 

is to support students and staff with facilities that are safe, functional, and inspire 

future-ready learners.

The school board and district leadership have been �scally responsible with tax payer 

dollars. As a result of careful planning and early repayment of a previous bond debt, 

approval of this $11.5 million bond referendum is not anticipated to impact the current 

district’s portion of your property tax rate. We are focused on the responsible growth 

of our district, and on the quality services we provide our students and families. 

We hope to present clear and transparent information about the September 14, 2021 

referendum in this mailer as well as on our website and social media. This information 

will allow you to learn more, make a voting plan, and cast an informed vote.

Thank you again for your continued support of our students, staff, and school district!

Sincerely,

Dave Hoeger, Superintendent of Schools

PLANNING FOR
OUR FUTURE



FALL
2020

A comprehensive 
facility assessment 

study was conducted.

School board received assessment results and 
selects the scope of project needs recognizing 

the importance of �scal responsibility, 
updating the aging facilities and creating an 

e�cient and complete scope of work.

MAY
2021

JUN
2021

SEPT
2021

DEC
2021

JAN
2022

SPRING/
SUMMER

2022

School board 
approves bond 

question.

One-question bond 
referendum is 

presented to voters 
on September 14.

Project 
design 

process.

Go to bid for 
projects.

Project 
construction 

begins.

TIMELINE:  THE PROCESS AND THE FUTURE

Replace all unit ventilators in the middle and high schools 
•  Currently, the middle and high school classrooms are each heated and ventilated by individual unit ventilators, original to the 1968 building, 

and do not have any air conditioning or dehumidi�cation. They are far beyond their useful life and negatively impact the student learning 
environment by causing issues with occupant comfort, indoor air quality, and noise levels. Additionally, there are issues related to energy 
e�ciency, reliability, and increased maintenance costs. 

•  This facility improvement opportunity includes replacing the middle and high school unit ventilators with new central displacement 
ventilation system utilizing hot water heating and chilled water cooling/dehumidi�cation. This system will provide adequate ventilation, 
individual space temperature control, and optimum energy e�ciency and classroom acoustics. 

Remodeling of the high school science and FACS (Family and Consumer Science) classrooms 
•  The high school science and FACS classrooms are original to the 1968 building (53 years old). The classrooms are showing major signs of 

age and deterioration and are unable to support a modern learning environment. 

Ceiling tile system replacement in the middle and high schools  
•  The middle and high school acoustical ceiling tiles are near the end of their useful life, discolored, and warping in many areas of the facility.  

Installation of new LED �xtures in the middle and high schools  
•  This facility improvement opportunity includes installing new LED �xtures in coordination with newly installed HVAC systems and ceiling tile 

systems in the middle and high school classrooms.  LED �xtures are optimized to provide the best lighting for the learning environment as 
well as reduced operating and maintenance costs. 

Roof Improvements at Middle School 
•  The current Middle School roof was originally installed in 1998 with an average life expectancy of 20 years. The roof is now 23 years old and 

beginning to show signs of wear. Several leaks have been reported and repaired over the past several years. Both the severity and 
frequency of these leaks will increase as the roof continues to age beyond its life expectancy, resulting in increased maintenance costs 
and damage to interior building systems such as ceiling tiles and �nishes. This facility improvement opportunity includes an option to 
extend the useful life of the existing roo�ng system through a comprehensive repair plan as well as a full replacement that may occur as 
needed in the next one to �ve years. 

Window replacement in the high school   
•  The window systems in several areas of the high school are original to the 1968 building and ine�cient single pane windows that have 

exceeded their useful life. 
•  The original high school classroom windows are small and provide minimal natural light into the rooms.
•  To allow for more natural light, opportunities exist to place the new energy e�cient window systems into the brick “bump-outs” above 

where unit ventilators currently sit. 

Create ADA compliant student restrooms in the high school   
•  Student restrooms at the high school are original and currently not ADA accessible.  This facility improvement consists of remodeling the 

high school restrooms to make them ADA accessible. 

Upgrade electrical distribution system at the high school    
•  The electric distribution system at the high school is original to building construction in 1968 and is 23 years past its life expectancy.
•  This upgrade will meet NEC (National Electrical Code) standards and present loads needed for 21st century electronic educational 

programming.
•  The main electrical service supporting the middle and high school is aging, however no concerns have been identi�ed with the components 

or capacity for current connected load. Due to the planned upgrade to the electrical distribution system and HVAC systems, the main 
electrical service needs to be updated to support the increased load. 

Domestic water pipe replacement at the high school   
•  The existing domestic water piping in the high school is original and has exceeded its 50-year useful life. When piping exceeds its useful 

life, this leads to reliability issues and increased maintenance costs.
•  This facility improvement opportunity consists of replacing the existing domestic water distribution system in the high school with new 

piping wherever accessible. Original domestic piping located beneath wall cavities would remain. This replacement would occur in 
conjunction with the HVAC, ceiling system, and electrical work.

QUESTION 1:  $11.5 MILLION BOND REFERENDUM
aims to address the following facility needs:NEEDS AND SCOPE



AGE OF THE HIGH SCHOOL

•  The High School was originally constructed in 1968 and 
its mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems are 
now over 53 years old.

•  The existing single pane windows are over 23 years 
past their expected lifespan. 

53YEARS

EXCESSIVE NOISE LEVELS

•  Roughly 60% of classroom activities involve 
speech. Excessive levels of background noise 
from existing classroom unit ventilators can 
inhibit reading, spelling, behavior, attention, 
concentration, and academic performance.

60%

INCREASED TEST SCORES

•  Students in classrooms with higher outdoor air 
ventilation rates scored 14 to 15% higher on 
standardized test scores than children in 
classrooms with lower outdoor air ventilation 
rates (Shaughnessy, RJ., et al. 2006).

Benton and Linn County 
North Linn High School 
3033 Lynx Drive  |  Troy Mills, Iowa

Buchanan County  
Rowley Community Center 
109 Ely Street  |  Rowley, Iowa

Delaware County  
Ryan City Hall 
405 Franklin Street  |  Ryan, Iowa 

LEARN
MORE

 

 

  

  

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021
VOTING LOCATIONS:

7am – 8pm
IN-PERSON ABSENTEE “EARLY” VOTING: 

Benton and Linn County voters may vote early at the Linn 
County Public Service Center, located at 935 2nd Street SW in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa from 8:00am- 5:00pm Mondays – Fridays 
from August 25 - September 13. Curbside voting will be 
available.  
Buchanan County voters may vote early at the Buchanan 
County Court House located at 210 5th Ave NE in Independence, 
Iowa from 8:00am – 4:30pm Mondays – Fridays from August 25 
- September 13. Curbside voting will be available. 
Delaware County voters may vote early at the Delaware 
County Courthouse located at 301 E Main Street in Manchester, 
Iowa from 8:00am – 4:30pm Mondays – Fridays from August 25 
- September 13. Curbside voting will be available. 

 

 

ABSENTEE VOTING: 
Voters may request to vote by mail. The deadline for 
requesting an absentee ballot by mail is Monday, 
August 30 at 5:00pm. In order to be counted, voted 
ballots must be received by the appropriate County 
Auditor’s O�ce on or before Tuesday, September 14 at 
8:00pm. Ballots may be returned by mail or hand 
delivered. 
For Benton and Linn County voters, a ballot drop box 
will be available 24 hours a day under video 
surveillance in front of the Linn County Public Service 
Center at 935 2nd Street SW in Cedar Rapids. Absentee 
ballots will be counted on Election Day for Benton and 
Linn County at the Linn County Public Service Center 
located at 935 2nd Street SW, Cedar Rapids, IA.

Referendum Overview
Referendum Materials
Voting Information
Tax Impact
Frequently Asked QuestionsUse your smartphone 

camera to scan

QUICK ACCESS
TO INFO!

Thursday, September 2, 2021 
6PM - 7:30PM
During volleyball games
North Linn High School

Friday, September 10, 2021 
5:30PM - 7PM
Prior to varsity football game
North Linn High School

319-224-3291  
CALL

dhoeger@northlinncsd.org 
EMAIL

www.northlinncsd.org/ref21 
VISIT

SOCIAL MEDIA
“North Linn Lynx”

OPEN
HOUSES

AND TOURS

OPEN HOUSE #1 OPEN HOUSE #2

DID YOU KNOW?

POLL HOURS:VOTING DAY:

NEW LOCATIONS!


